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1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should 
the changes and/or additions' be unacceptable to applicant, an 
amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure 
consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a 
telephone interview with Peter Jansson (Applicant's 
Representative) on 03 August 2006. 



IN THE CLAIMS 



Claim 1 has been amended to read as follows: 

- -A plug baffle device for installation in a coolant passage of 
a mold, the plug baffle device comprising a coolant -encountering 
fin and a separate base member is tolerance-fit tight mechanical 
mating engagement therewith, the mating engagement being 
accomplished by male and female interconnecting members and the 
base member having a mold-connecting portion adapted for sealing 
closure with the mold.-- 

Claims 2 and 3 have been cancelled. 
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In claim 7, line 1, "claim 5" has been deleted and replaced with 
"claim 1" . 

In claim 15, line 4, "mating" has been inserted between 
"mechanical" and "engagement" . 

2. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance : 

The prior art of record fails to teach or suggest a plug 
baffle device as recited in the claims of the instant 
application. The closest prior art is demonstrated by Japanese 
Pub. No. 11-42644 (previously of record; hereinafter "JP '644); 
Japanese Pub. No. 08-258046 (previously of record; hereinafter 
"JP '046"); Japanese Pub. No. 06-192770 (previously of record; 
hereafter "JP '770"); and Lin (U.S. Pat. No. 5,945,140). 

While the Japanese references disclose various arrangements 
with a fin and separate base member, none of the references 
teach or suggest a fin in tolerance-fit tight mechanical 
engagement with a separate base member as recited in the claims 
of the instant application. Instead, the references of JP 
'770, JP '644, and JP '046 appear instead to disclose the use of 
loose connections between the base and fin members, thereby 
teaching away from the instant invention. 
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Lin does not disclose a female interconnecting member or 
fin receive portion for mating connection with the fin portion 
of the device. 

See also reasons for indicating allowable subject matter in 
the previous Office Actions. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee and, to 
avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Donald 
Heckenberg whose telephone number is (571) 272-1131. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 
9:30 A.M. to 6:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Dr. Yogendra Gupta, can 
be reached at (571) 272-1316. The official fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be 
obtained from the Patent Application Information Retrieval 
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(PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
see <<http://pair-direct.uspto.gov>>. Should you have questions 
on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free) . 
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